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Town Marlborough

Place (neighborhood or village) _

Address 82 Florence Street

Historic Name Marlboro Electric Light Co.

Uses: Present electric light plant

Original electric light plant

Date of Construction ca 1901 and 191 5

Source Maps: style

Style/Form utilitarian

Arch itect,!J3uild er __ ..•...I1..•..•n..••.k..•..•.n•..•m.•.•v..•.•o'-- _

Exterior Material:

Foundation brick and concrete block

Wall/Trim brick and rock-faced concrete
block

Roof not "i"jble

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures _

none

~ Major Alterations (with dates) >Yindow< te-

1 placed. basement Qpenin~s fjl1ed in. otbers re-

I duced l-stont concrete addition on NF one
U glass/aluminum door: late 20th C. .

Condition fairlgood

~~corded by Anne Forbp~

Organize tion for \.far1boro Hist ComD1

Date 4!30/9J

Moved [X] no [ ] yes Date __ N_1,•••..1A~ __

Acreaze~ less than one acre

Setting Fill, most of block all F side of Fla-

rence at Garfield in Ilei~hborhood of primarily

wood-frame houses of 1880'5-1910
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~~q~I~E~~,~L)?ESCRIPTloN r ] see cOlHirJH<Jtionsheet
P(fsqj!?,~ M~hUf~f~&Wfl:hft4Hires, li:v{l{zwte the choracteiistics Qr1h,4~;'l:?7Ai/dingin terms of other buildings
liii{Eil1:'i*~;,c.,~;uinm~i1ity~ '; , ' ,.,' ,. .

~~~¥~JJp9r.Rqgft:ql~S!fjS~~i~t:.~I~nt. is a goo~, exa.~tl~~of, ~~e tyH-e, <;>f ~imple, functional bric,k
, IH~HfHi)} ql?c~, tha;~,y<~~,,,~el~~:b.~Jh.,by.cpm.mt!llltte.s,J0r~{~t~~"type.oJ,f.~CJhty1D ~he early years of this
c;~tu.pr.. .It, l~, a.Iarge, ~,·sto~y br~Jc, structure wIth, a.:nearly flat fAQfr It IS almost ,completely

". .u~A~HfleJh '~y~::for ,arpl~m)b.:rl~:,P~;H\P'yt alongthe top ofrth~,:n'9f.lh.iw~ll. Twelve window bays
, ~s~jW{~~p~;by,prQj~cti-l1g,b.ri€k:pJ,~r.~~ine.the west f~¢aQ:~~.fo~.rie~~!l(talo;pg:tbe south side, 1110se at
, t~I-~·,fjr.sH;,;~ry,h,a.y~ gIfi~ty. s!~~ls~t'l1;e, ones at the se,CQn,4'"ha.v~.;:C0ncr~,~esills; all .contain large paired
~~p~~fe~~,~~l ~p.:,~~~l-.si'-,sh~v.;m~~ws.. A\~\t\le basement -openmgs, w~lch:are, se~wen,tal-arched, have
~AA, ~le:~ jlI.'.with brick, T~9 ,\e,t:l~ne~,:.lJ;1:\~rf\lp,t,the rhy;ttw1! oJ~th~.:Ja,f.i\d,¢.-:.a',fi,1,odern repl acem en t
:gl~~~;W9!"a;1u.w:jn,umdqQf,\,ip~a.,re,d~ye,d oflen.iJ;lg,)lefl.Ftb!onoJtb:le.ll41,a:(l;~lJ,fo,w;,bays from the south
e~ a)~Jg~ d,G.yble~leaf~wooden .g~~~s~an~~panerloadingp-Q9r'-UJ;l9ie;ffan-eigpt-Ji,g;ht transom ina high
~~g~n~,n(~a;l.:btick ~a.fcl1.' I . " '

I~

. "-'iJ\':~t~l,1~the "rea r oJ~t~l~"s9~ th e}4va~iQn"of -the main, ?~4]<;li~_ is ,~. sqV'?re, ~lle~st9ry! fIat -roo fed
~p'gP:l~Jo.WH.of ca. 19J~:; It.IS bUJ)t oJ.~J;re,rock'Ja,c~dz:~(:\I1~r~te'.b'.lQgI<:;~~).~~va~:3Ju~t~omID~ of a~~ at
t~Wt'~~I;Wr1:andhas a cast-concreje comrce abevea ,fneze,e!U@,elliJ,iShed wl£h;-m~d-aHi0ns. This addition
i~J9:ut:·"by four-bays, with: modem .louvered 'p;anel.sjoqerte~:'iU:Jb¢, wiIi\dQ:¥''[;Qpe,l1ings.

"

li!'~TP~ICALNARRATIYE [] see continuation sheet j
,Explq~n,~Ns.tqr)lof ;lhl!, bup.ding., Explain.its associations wiih.local (or state) history. Include uses of the .~.
bHi/.£~ng".and the role(s) .the, m:ners{occup.t1nts played 'within [hi:: community. j

J11i~,.P~9P~FtYhas, e~n the.sitefer t,h~ .generation~{electrical:p,?Y'v:~r in ~arl.boro since, electric lights
~~F,~iJ:ir,s,t:turn~~,on.in.the.commqnity.in 1885, The. fi.rsHQ~n\VJ.de 'electric light plant was run by the
~,a.iJ<~9~;9~gQ,Sch~~);lerE1ectrj,c.-Gomp~Qy.,which wa~:oIganiz~d"b,u Feln;l;l~tY l~, 1886. It was housed
iJ-tfl~,<~ITIalJ;?t~u~tt;lr.e,that stood wJJ~r.q\:.tq~:nortb,en~_bf jhe pt~~~nJ;.bl1,iJding'.isnow, a few rods south
oji~h~,:ca.,~J~7.0'M:~rlb~rRJ~qS'~9:r·~S),\vh.i~1lpa(tJ11f\jnt~ihed tlrt:d;·~~phLJi1r.iesJQr,the town's gas lights.
11tl'kF9mR~JlY became. the ..,Mqrl:bor~ug!l' El:~9.tI!fq,~Company in.JS89.J .

,Xtt.i~b~jJ(bn,g,~w;3serected tqJepl~~~'J}!eol{kol1~j; PfPpably ..at :th~Ltime that service. was extended to
" SQJ:itP.qp,(-0fl-gl;iin 190~;;1 t~Y>'asextended agajn.to, Noj-thl;:H.)fojJg~1,jli-,cl~08, B\6din in 1909, Westborough

" :iq)9!:~{~~q BOltOD'i:ql:J~H:, ,By.J,~A~.thf. -?~&tst?"l)':\~Ql\crt;t~,.b1Q~"a9ditionhad .been built to house
'.th~f:ellg~e.,room. In ca, lEf40,·a,~~~arate onck"~Ulldmg (MIt\C:'-;1~:~79J, located diagonally across the
Florence/Garfield intersection, was built as a power and transformer station. By 1929, this building
also housed the Marlborough/Hudson Gas Co,

, ;.

Evep.!}l~py",fis wa~ the.case withmost CO~l~~H~~iti~,sill M~ssach~setts,Marlborough sold its electric
sC~mY~,Y,to a l~~g~~"r~glfwal gr~,}llpJ9f:,llq]nl~'S. The purchaser Hi, 1938was the Worcester Suburban

, ,El~~t,ns~C~t?-W~~yl(Qw~~,(h~hesy;~,t;e'IA:u~tir19S:1,when it merged with, six othercompanies to form the
'\-v..Qt~~~~L;COU,nWr,}~},e.stns:,Comp~n¥., ,In tJ.l.l11,the l~rger company later becam.e part of the
M~~?~~li'1.~<::t15~,ple<:mcCompany .aI19 '1,15,parent corporation, the ,Ne\V England Electnc Company.

:-BJ;ijI1I:9@W'R,Y,aIl,d/or"Rg:fERENCES[ ] see continuation sheet
'Mf'.i§.,rf\It,d,,;Atla~~~j:.Sanberns.. .
M~d~9.:4gh ;~~~c,top~s,<
Mar1b:6:r(}u.sh /~..nnual RepQ1Js\ .
The' MarIbmoww ;Enterprise:, 3'2;?th Ann.iversarv EdItion. 9/15/85·9/22/85.

. . t. ' : .._,.:. .- .. _, .. _" . . ~ ••.. , " .',. . '

[ ] Recommended for listing. in J~e National.Register of Historic Places, rr checked. a completed
, National Register Crttcria.Statemeni-form is auached.
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